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A people without the lfnowledge of their past history, origin, and culture
is like 3 tree without roots”.

~Maicus Gawey

g of all humans as brothers and sisters, we can
of different systems and ideologies that can
!?dl'viduals and groups with different cultural
dispositions and tastes. Each person has the rightto

Uf*rtab[e, on the basis of 3 deep understanding of all
ers”,

accommodate different i
heritages, havi hqdifferent
choose whatever is most s
others 3s brothers and sist

- Dalai lama

“India is not as

| 35 people keep calling i
m’checon’cextoﬂ’csh e el
advanced state of dec

derdeveloped country, but rather,

;S;C?l’yand cultural heritage, 3 highly developed one inan

— Shashi Thawo't

g, not the dead. Preserve them, love them, and
sto understang their importance”.

— Frank Wedekind

onuments are for the liv
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Passthem on to generation

Sometimes jt is Impossible to |
onwhere yoy came from, Unde
ncestry isan importyng part of

now where you are headed without reflecting
rSJfaﬁdl hg your heritage, your roots, and your
carvingout your future”.
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1L is with great pleasure and pride that I extend my
warmest greelings Lo Lhe readers of Heritage, the magazine
brought to you by the Department of History al Nabajyoti @888
College. This publication is a testament Lo our students and &
faculty's passion and dedication to prescrving and celebrating
the rich tapestry of our collective past.

Like a well-preserved artifact, history connects us to our roots and shapes our
future. In the pages of Heritage, you will find a Lreasure trove of narratives, insights, and
discoverics that nol only shed light on bygone cras but also inspirc a profound
appreciation for the diverse cultures and expericnces of Assam that have shaped her

history.

I commend the editorial team for their tircless efforts in curating content that
reflects the academic rigor and intellectual curiosity that define our History Department.
Through this magazine, we aim to foster a sense of historical consciousness and encourage a
deeper understanding of the forces that have shaped socicties across time. May the
Magazine Heritage continue Lo be a source of enlightenment, reflection, and inspiration for
all who turn its pages.

Iam wishing you all an enriching journey through the annals of time.
Warm regards,

)

Dr. Shahjahan Ali Ahmed
Principal
Nabajyoti College, Kalgachia
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magaziilsﬁry-tStudy Circle is pleased to present our first-ever
Magazine’ ofill;l age. Welcome to.the first edition of Heritage, th.e
e e . epartn}ent of History at Nabajyoti College. In this
Glant embark on a journey through the historical and cultural
Rﬁf_isures that define the essence of Assam. From the majestic
estlrtloceros fo the serene I_(?makhye} Temple, from the sprawling tea
an? les to the Vlbrﬂnt. traditional attire of the Ahom community, our
hetl'ftaeseexg]ore the diverse facets that make Assam a reservoir of rich
traditi%n.a] Jl:lr .Cllllftural Voyace: e)ftends to the symbolic Xorai,_ the
i Assaﬁi‘ at,land the ublqultous Ge_lmusa_ Each holds a unique
and communj S edltural fab“f:’ representing tradition, craftsmansh_lp,
that have cir<t:y 1Slzlm' The article on Numismatics explores the coins
kingdom to B _I:Iahed thrf’ughf_)m Assam's history. From the Ahom
and the insj ntls colonial coins, discover the stories etched in metal
Easie alghs they provide Info Assam's economic history. The
agricultural c(s)o uncovers the history behind Assam's two major
methods of I'ichtnOill]tleS - rice and tea. From the traditional cultivation
shed light on tﬁ 0 the establishment of iconic tea estates, our articles
shaping Assam’ :_Zcoqomlc and cultural significance of these crops in
This magnific tl entity. It digs into the story of the one-horned Rhino.
success of conzn creature symbolizes both the biodiversity and the
conservation anedr\{? tion efforts in Assam. Explore the history of Rhino
balance. Its pivotal role in preserving the region's ecological
attire aggeeiilr(;rat;m extends into the world of traditional Ahom
evolution over thve e Intricacies of its design, symbolism, and
architectyra] marvel ?]enmrles' We also revisited the Ranghar, an
through the Maga:inte a(t)seaml%ﬂy blends history and entertainment,
1ts architectyrg] brilliar.lc 4 T{Cle on thF: Kamakhya Temple ?xplores
that has drawn pilgrims & (rie 1glous significance, and the mystical aura
Voyage extends to the s anb historians alike for centuries. Our cultural
Gamusa, Hengdang th ym OI’C_Xoral, the traditional Japi hat, and tf}e
the Magazine, Eac% t? ;ymb()llc sword of the Ahoms finds a space 10
fabric, Iepresentin ? z'e's ¢ holds a unique place in Assam's cultqr_al
Our journey through f:slt"”.]’ Cl‘aftsmanship, and community ‘Spll’lt-
Paying homage (o Sy sam’s heritage would be incomplete without

Nmanta Sankardev, the saint-scholar whose

contributions tq |;
: o literat i
Renaissance, ure, music, and culture shaped the Assamese

In this edition of Herita

Assam's ;i ge, we invite you to imr ourselfin
m's history and culture. y merse y

together th As we explore the threads that weave
will take ygupgit; ?Sugaesent, we are hopeful that the pages of Heritage
Zateway to y ¢y ofknowledge, and let the stories within be @

nderstandj o . '
Unparalleled heritage. Mg, appreciation, and preservation of Assam's
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.. I'he Role of Culture and
Heritage in Understanding the Past

Nafisa Younis

Assistant Professor
Deptt. of History

Culture and heritage are infegral components in the study of
history, playing a pivotal role in sorting out the mysteries of our collective
past. They serve as valuable windows through which we gain insights into
the lives, values, and experiences Of people who have come before Us.

Thi '
Is essay explores the profound significance of culture and heritage in
understanding history.

Cult ini
beliefs, tr U;et Tale s SeNse, encompasses the shared customs,
~Iraditions, and practices of g Particular group or society. It is the

l e, S fay)
S:ZTLZ?L\JA?: which individuls view the world and interact with one
5 e 2 o
gt Dl n wle delve into history, culture provides context, shedding
€ ;
! PRopie acled asthey did, how they organized their societies,

and what th i i
ey held dear. It is gn Indispensable tool for comprehending

the motivations and behqgyi
Qviours of indivi i
throughout fime. Ividuals and communities

Heritage, on the other n n nd
and, encompasses the + i
' . angible a
infangible remnants of the past that have been passed down through

gejnerdfloni This includes artifacts, historicq| sites, oral traditions, art, and
written records. These artfifacts serve g primary sources that provide @
oVl

direct connection to history. They te|| stories, document events, and offer
glimpses into the lives of those who come be, a

ways, the physegy M6 6fors us, Herltage is, in many
YAICA and eufturel brig

istori € [ nd
our historical roofs ge fthat links us to our ancestors d

ot CG-QQQQCC‘.“‘

Together, culture and heritage allow historians to confextualize
historical events and developments. They provide the "why" and "how"
that are often missing from the raw facts and figures of history. By
understanding the cultural and social milieu of a particular time and
place, historians can make sense of the broader historical narrafive.
Cultural influences on politics, art, religion, and governance become
evident, enabling a more nuanced and accurate interpretation of
history.

Furthermore, culture and heritage enable us to trace the evolution
of societies over time. They help us identify the changes and confinuities in
traditions, language, art, and social structures. These insights are critical
for mapping the development of civilizations and discerning the factors

that have shaped our world.
Cultural and heritage elements also illustrate the interactions

between different societies and civilizations. Historical events are often
the result of cross-cultural exchanges, whether through trade, conflict, or
the sharing of ideas. By studying these interactions, we gain a more
comprehensive understanding of how cultures have influenced and
shaped one another throughout history.

Additionally, culture and heritage have a profound influence on
political structures and governance. The values and traditions of asociety
often underpin its political decisions and policies. By recognizing this
influence, historians can shed light on the reasons behind various political
choices and the consequences they have had on sociefies.

The study of culture and heritage has a direct impact on the
preservation and profection of cultural assets. Historians often advocate
for the conservation of historical sites, artifacts, and traditions, ensuring
that they are passed on fo future generations. This not only safeguards our

history but also enriches our cultural diversity and heritage.

T 999339200




E— HER | TAGE S

T L e T e e e e T R (O T HER]TAGE | I ST oS i

Moreover, the study of culture and heritage has educational and
public awareness benefifs. Educating people about their cultural
heritage fosters a sense of identity and belonging, fostering pride and
appreciation for one's cultural roofs, [t helps individuals connect with their
herliage and'recognize ifsrole in shaping theiridentity.

Ll i G_n .increosingh/ interconnected world, the study of culture and
T;::Zi]:; I':Se’f:::men’rol in promoting cross-cultural understanding and
GXperienc‘ ourages p?ople to appreciate the diversity of human
i : and to empathize with different cultures. By recognizing the
reads that connect us to our shared human history, we can

prOmc’)’re mUTUG? 'éspect and gratitude for our differences.
studly ;ioisr:ryUSI::(;cul’rur? and heritage are essential components in the
- "I®Y Provide context, depth, and meaning to the past.

Through cult '
g Ure and heritage, historians ang individuals alike can unlock

the stories of
fc (A OUr ancestors, appreciate the complexity of human
s Preserve ourshared history for generations to come.

‘.‘ 7 n .. « e €cece ‘ “ &

A Glimpse of Terracotta At
My Village Asharikandi

A.K Azad
Asstt. Professor (HoD)
Deptt. of History

Asharikandi, a village in the (!
Dhubri district of Assam, is located 14
km distance east of Dhubri town and B}
7 to 8 km east —south of Rupshi Aiport;
Gauripur. The Village is famous for ifs
traditional crafts, Terracotta and
Pottery. The craft gets its name from
the Latin term "terracotta,” which
means cooked earth. This village
stands as one of the largest clusters of
Terracotta and Pottery in India.

It is said that the name Asharikandi was derived from two words
Ashar and Kandi. Ashar (Bengali word) is the third month of the Assamese
and Bengali calendar and Kandi means shedding tears. During fhe Ashar
month, heavy rainfall often leads to floods in this low-lying area, causing
distress among the villagers. This particularly affects the Potfers, as they
struggle to make, dry, and burn their products, and safely store previously
produced items during the rainy season. The soil Hiramati is the soul of this
craft. There are huge reserves of Hiramatiin surrounding areas and Pofters
use the cheapest means of fransport like boat as the village is situated on
the bank of river Gadadhar, a tributary of the mighty Brahmapuftra.

Originally, in the early 19" century, a cluster of families of the Pottery
community migrated from East Bengal (Now Bangladesh) to this village
and maintained their profession. Today more than 100 families are
engaged in this ethnic handicraft and pass their lives after selling the
Terracottaitems in the national and international markets. Itis the primary

R T AT
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source of income to these communities and the tradition is handed down
from generation to generation. A few years back, Terracotta and Pottery
were part-time jobs for these villagers. At present, the work is the main
profession for many families. The Terracotta products can be used for
different purposes. These include kitchen utensils, ritual utensils, toys,
decorated items idols of gods and goddesses, statues of eminent
personalities, etc.

Earlier, the communities used to supply their product to the
Zamindari families of Gauripur and were primary sources of wares and
utensils over a significant period. Traditionally these families belong to the

'Paul’ community of Bengali ethnicity. In Assam 'Paul' means Kumar which
is potter.

These days Dhubri district has acquired a pivotal position in the
Terracotta and Poffery markets in India and abroad. Mention may be
made among the numerous artisans of this village, the late Sarala Bala
Devi, who got the natfional award on Terracotta craft in 1982 for her
expertise in making traditional Terracottqg Hatimaputul, a doll signifying a
motherand a child. Her son Dhirendra Nath Paul was invited to the Asian
Games of 1982 held in Delhi showcasing his skill of Terracotta craft.

Another notable artisan is Mohadey Paul, who is a state Government
awarded.

; Chonsidering the tOL{rism potential of this craft village, the Govt. of
ssam has declared the village as a mode| village and brought it underits

B e NEEARDO (Nar Bast Cratt. and. RURAL
Development Orgcnisoﬁon) an NG

development of the craft ang socio-ec
persons.

O has been working for the
onomic development of the craff

- . .
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The Assam Tea

Chonglomlhing Keivom
Assistant Professor
Deptt. of History

! The history of fea in Assam, a
i nhortheastern state of India, is a
B (o scinating tale of botanical
M discoveries, colonialism, and
- economic fransformation. Here is a
B brief overview of the history of fea

in Assam:

¥ Although Assam has a long
i history of traditional herbal teas
and infusions used by various indigenous communities, the culfivation of
tea as we know it today beganin the early 19th century.

In 1823, the British East India Company's Lieutenant Robert Bruce
discovered wild tea plants growing in the hills of Assam. This discovery was
instrumental in initiating organized tea cultivation in the region.
Recognizing the potential of Assam's tea, the British established the Assam
Tea Company in 1839 and started commercial tea cultivation. Assam's
tea industry grew rapidly, and by the mid-19th century, it was flourishing.
The vast tea plantations and estates that now define Assam's landscape
took shape during this period. The growth of the tea industry in Assam
brought about significant social and economic change. Large
plantations were established, leading to a system of indentured labour,
with laborers brought in from various parts of India and abroad. The
legacy of this system continues to influence the demographics and social
structure of Assam today. Assam's tea industry was crucial to the British
Empire, contributing to ifs economic prosperity. The British infroduced new

— 2 < . | - 9 e ) e ) b g -__“. ahyeh "-’.-; { ' it : A
PP9953%29250909
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tea varieties and production techniques to maximize yields and quality.
This laid the foundation for Assam's tea to be recognized as one of the
finest black teas in the world. In 1911, the Assam Tea Association was
established fo protect the inferests of tea growers and facilitate the

growth of the fea industry. It continues to play a significant role in the
Assam tea sector.

After India gained independence in 1947, the teq industry was
gradually nafionalized, leading to the establishment of the Tea Board of
India in 1953. The Indian government played a more prominent role in
regulatfing and promoting the industry.

Assam fea now enjoys a global presence, with its strong, malty flavour and
rich, dark liquor being favoured by tea enthusiasts worldwide. Assam tea

is a key component of famous tea blends, such as English Breakfast and
Irish Breakfast teas.

: Todcfy, Assam remains one of the world's largest tea-producing
regions, with vast fea estates covering its landscape. Assam tea is an

integral part of the state's identity ang €conomy, andits legacy continues
to enrich both the cultural heritage and the globaltea market

LB B

Importance And Benefits
Of History

Imran Hussain
Deptt. of History
Faculty (Part-time)

History is the knowledge of and study of the past. It is the story of the
past and a form of collective memory. History is the story of who we are,
and where we come from, and can potentially reveal where we are
headed. The Importance History is important to study because it is
essential for all of us to understand ourselves and the world around us.
There is a history of every field and topic, from medicine to music, to artf. To
know and understand history is absolutely necessary, even though the
results of historical study are not as visible, and lessimmediate.

1. Know our World: History gives us a clear picture of how the various
aspects of society — such as technology, governmental systems, and
even society as a whole — worked in the past so we understand how it
came towork the way itis now.

2. Society and Other People: Studying history allows us to observe and
understand how people and societies behave. For example, we are able
to evaluate war, even when a nation is at peace, by looking back at
previous events. History provides us with the data that is used to create
laws or theories about various aspects of society.

3. Identity: History can help provide us with a sense of identity. This is
actually one of the mainreasons that history is still taught in schools around
the world. Historians have learned about how countries, families, and
groups were for me and how they evolved and developed over time.
When an individual takes it upon themselves to dive deep into their own
family's history, they can understand how their family interacted with
larger historical change. Did family serve in major warse Were they

"% 00000cco00l
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present forsignificant eventse

4. Present-Day Issues: History helps us understand present-day issues by
asking deeper questions about why things are the way they are. Why did
wars in Europe in the 20th century matter to countries around the world?
How did Hitler gain and maintain power for as long as he had?2 How has
fhis had an effect on shaping our world and our global political system
today?

5. The Process of Change Over Time: If we want to fruly understand why
something happened —in any area or field, such as one political party
winning the last election vs the other, or a major change in the number of
smokers — we need fo look for factors that took place earlier. Only
through the study of history can people really see and grasp the reasons
behind these changes, and only through history can we understand what

elements of an institution or a society continue regardless of continual
change.

é. Political Intelligence: History can help us become better-informed
citizens. It shows us who we are as a collective group, and being informed
of this is a key element in maintaining a democratic society. This
knowledge helps people take an active role in the political forum fhr'ou h
educated debates and by refining people's core beliefs Through
knowledge of history, citizens can even change their old belief s;/sfems :

7. History Teaches Morals and Values: By looking at specific stories of

individuals and situations, you can test YOUr own morals and values. You
can cor.npare it fo some real and difficylt situations individuals hove' had
foface in frying fimes. Looking fo people who have faced and me
adversity can be inspiring. You can study the great people of hc?\;erco o
successfully worked through morg dilemmas, and clsop o(|)' ik le
who teach uslessonsin courage, persistence, <;1nd Ioro‘resfr Inary peop

identity and even national loyalty through the teaching of lessons of
individual and collective success.
9. History Teaches Morals and Values: By looking at specific stories of
individuals and situations, you can test your own morals and values. You
can compare it to some real and difficult situations individuals have had
to face in frying times. Looking to people who have faced and overcome
adversity can be inspiring. You can study the great people of history who
successfully worked through moral dilemmas, and also ordinary people
who tfeach us lessons in courage, persistence and protest.
10. A Career Through History: The skills that are acquired through learning
about history, such as critical thinking, research, assessing information,
etc, are all useful skills that are sought by employers. Many employers see
these skills as being an asset in their employees and will hire those with
history degreesin various roles and industries.

The subject of history can help us develop our skills and transform us
to be a better version of ourselves as a citizen, a student, and people

overall.
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Guardians Of The Eastern Wild
The Rhinoceroses Of Assam

Sadik Ekbal
B.A 5" Semester
Deptt. of History

Nestled in the northeastern region of
g India lies the picturesque state of Assam,
_ known for its breathtaking landscapes and
" rich cultural heritage. But Assam is also
‘home fo a magnificent and iconic
| Creature that has roamed its lush, green

= forests for centuries—the Indian rhinoceros,
also known as the one-horned rhinoceros. Rhinoceros have been

portrayed in ancient Assamese art and literature, representing their
importance in the region's heritage. These gentle giants have not only

been an integral part of Assam's biodiversity but have also played a
significantrole in the state's history and culture .

However, the rhinoceros' population in Assam faced severe threats
during the colonial era. Unregulated hunting and habitat loss led to a
dramatic decline in their numbers, bringing these magnificent creatures
fo the brink of extinction in the early 20th century. Recognizing the
urgency of protecting this keystone species and reviving its dwindling
population, Assam took significant steps in collaboration with various
conservation organizations. The establishment of Kaziranga National Park
in 1905 marked a turning point in the conservation of the Indian
rhinoceros. This park became a sanctuary for not only rhinos but also @

diverse range of wildlife, ulfimately earning UNESCO W

sy orld Heritage Site

A-ssorn. has implemented various initiatives to ensure the survival of
the Indian rhinoceros. These initiatives include

tricecececcceene €

Anti-Poaching Efforts: A dedicated anti-poaching force in Assam has
been instrumental in combatting rhinoceros poaching, with their
vigilance and rapidresponse.

Habitat Protection: Efforts are being made to preserve and expand
protected areas and wildlife corridors that are essential for the rhinoceros.
Community Involvement: Local communities are actively engaged in
conservation efforts. Initiatives for sustainable livelihoods and awareness
campaigns help build a sense of ownership and responsibility.
Translocation: In some cases, rhinoceros individuals from overpopulated
areas are relocated to establish new populationsin suitable habitats.

Today, Assam remains the stronghold of the Indian rhinoceros.
Kaziranga National Park, located in the heart of Assam, is home fo the
world's largest population of Indian rhinoceros. These conservation efforts
have proved to be successful, and theirnumbers have steadily increased.
However, the Indian rhinoceros continues to face various challenges,
including habitat loss due to human encroachment, poaching, and the
effects of climate change. Conservationists and government agencies
are continuously working fo protect themand their habitats.

The story of the Indian rhinoceros in Assam is a testament fo the
remarkable ability of a region fo reverse the fate of a critically
endangered species through determined conservation measures. While
significant progress has been made, the challenges that persist

underscore the need for ongoing vigilance and continued efforts fo
protect these iconic creafures and their natural habitats. These

rhinoceroses are truly the guardians of the eastern wild, reminding us of
ourresponsibility to protect the unique biodiversity that graces our planet.
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Numismatic Marvels: Ahom Coins And
Their Historical Importance

Abdul Jubbar
B.A 5" Semester
Deptt. of History

Numismatics is the study of coins, E
and it can help us learn about the (&
history and culture of a particular fime N4y
and place. The Ahom kingdom was g
powerful and influential kingdom that &
ruled the region of Assam for about 600 (i 4
years, from the 13th century to the 19th
century. The Ahom kings, who were of s

Tai-Ahom origin, left behind arich legacy of coins that provided valuable
insightsinto their history.

Ahom coinage or Coins of Ahom Kingdom, issued from 1648 CE
—-1824 CE. The First Ahom coin was issued by Jayadhwaj Singha
(r.1648-1663) and the last Ahom king to issue a coin was Jogeswar Singha
(r. 1821-1824). Coins were usually struck in octagonal shape, but square
andround shapes coins were also issued butin limited quantity for special
occasions and trade, the obverse of the coin contained the name of the
king and date of the coin and the reverse contained the imprint of the
deity of the concerned king. The script used in coins was mainly
Assamese, a few coinsin Devanagari and Persian scripfs were also issued.
Ahom script in coins was extensively used during the war with the
Mughals. Chinese script was also used to meet our frade with Tibet, but is
extremelyrare. :

Coins were bothissued in gold and silver. The
very high, between 94.1% to 98%.
minor variations. The official mint

standard of purity was
The standard weight was 11.3g with

gl ; Was called Raijshal, located near the
capital city. The mint master was called SonardarBarua or Sonari Bordoloi

era e ariits belenging e ekhicrkafia kel e aligraphiers guid] ang

khanikar khel (miner's guild) were employed as die-cutter. The principal
denominations of Ahom coins were— rupee (Rajmohuree), half rupee
(Adhali), quarter rupee (Siki), two annas (Admahia), one anna
(Charatiya) and half anna (Tiniratiya). Before Rudra Singha (r. 1696-1714)
all coins were dated to accession year of kings, since him all the coins had
annual impress. Siva Singha (r. 1714-1744), for the first time, had the name
of his queens impressed alongside him in the coins, his chief consort
Phuleshwari was the first to issue coins in Persian script. Rajeswar Singha
had his coinsimpressed in both Persian and Devanagari scripts.

Ahom coins are valuable to historians and numismatists because
they provide insights into the history, culture, and economy of the Ahom
kingdom. They help us understand the different periods of Anom rule, the
titles and achievements of the kings, and the importance of certain
symbols in their society. These coins reveal the arfistic and culfural
achievements of the Ahom people, and they also shed light on the
economic system that sustained their kingdom for centuries. By
examining these coins, we can betfer appreciate the legacy of the
Ahom dynasty and their contributions fo the history of Assam and India as

awhole.
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Srimanta Sankardeva:
The Cultural Icon Of Assam

Salma Khanom
B.A 5" Semester
Depitt. of History

If there was one person who exercised the
most profound influence on Assamese life and
culture, it was undoubtedly Srimanta
Sankardeva. In fact, without Sankardeva, the
Assamese nationality would not have been
what it is foday. Whether it is the religious and
cultural life of the Assamese people or the rich
herifage of medieval Assamese literature, we & £ =200
find the deepest impression left by Srimanta &* - %
Sankardeva. Sankardeva was born af Bordowa é‘ .
in the district of Nowgaon, Assam, on Aswina
95,1449 A.D. He lost his mother Satyasandhya, a few days after his birth and
his father Kusumbar Bhuyan when he was still a boy. Sankardeva was
brought up by his grandmother, Khersuti Aai.

He showed his intellectual brilliance in his ability to learn the Sanskrit
scriptures quickly and correctly. It is almost impossible to assess the
confribution of Srimanta Sankardeva to the religious and culturgl life of
Assam. Contribution within the compass of such an essay. His learning

enabled him to see clearly how the ignorance of the people was being
exploited by the adherents of the Sakti and Tantric cults.

He began preaching his Ekasharana Dharmai. e. adherence to the
one God, singing whose glory alone, one could expect fo get rid of sin
and suffering. But his task was not easy. He had to encounter stiff

opposition from people who saw their own fall in the rise of Sankardeva.
They even conspired against his life,

personages against what they called his *
the Vaishnava religion preached by San
the help of devoted disciples like Damo

lodging complaints with royal
Misdeeds'. But slowly and surely.
kardeva gained firm ground with
dardev, Haridev, Gopal Ata, and

above all the great ascetic poet Madhavdev. It is noteworthy Thc’r two of
his earliest and greatest disciples, viz Damodardev and Hondev., were
Brahmins, whereas the Brahmins, in general, were hos.’rilz.’—z to him. He
vanquished many such hostile elements in various ret|g|o-us debo’r.es
where he was required to participate. He aimed ’ro eradicate SC')CIGE
inequalities, promote unity among different commu.nmes, qnd establish a
sense of Assamese identity. His teachings and initiatives, which promoted
a harmonious society, continue to influence Assamese culture and
society fo thisday.

Apart from direct sermons, Sankardeva used poe’rry: music,_drcmo
as well as painting as media for preaching his nevx_/ Bhal.ch Cuit. H-1s works
Kirtana, Dasam, etc. were based on Sanskrit scrlp‘rgres like the
Srimadbhagavadgita, but they represen’r. e hc:ndlv.vork of an
incomparable literary genius. These bOoks, particularly, the Klrtcnr?o, hoxfe
become invaluable possessions of every Assomese.h.ousehold. His Bargitfs
(lofty songs) touched the souls. of the people who joined in Thogsinc;!(s. to
sing the glory of Hari. Though the theatrical performance of his g nkiya
Natas (plays divided info Acts), Sankardeva succeeded in populadrising
his new cult.

Assam is yet to produce a second man as greofr as Sonkordevo: or
someone who has approached his greatness. He Is such .o towering
personality in the history of Assam that one might speak of him as wo:td;
worth spoke of Milton “Thy soul was like a Star, and dwelt apq :
Sankardeva's impact extends fo his efforts in social reform. In cor)glu51c.>n,
Sankardeva's multifaceted contributions in the realms of spirituality,
literature, music, drama, and social reform have made him a l::‘;elov_ed
cultural icon of Assam. His influence continues to shape the .@en’rl’ry,
values, and artistic expressions of the people of Assam, emphasizing the
enduring relevance of hislegacy in contemporary Assamese culture.
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Assamese Traditional Food

Najmina Parbin
B.A 5" Semester
Deptt. of History

Assam, a state in northeastern
india, is known for ifs rich and diverse "I
culinary tradition. The fraditional food of ?
Assam reflects the state's unique culture, #a
geography, and the use of local

ingredients. Here's a summary of some of =4
the key elements of Assamese cuisine.

Rice is the staple food of Assam, and the region is often referred to
as the 'Land of Red Rivers and Blue Hills,' indicating the importance of rice
cultivation in the state. Various indigenous varieties of rice, such as Joha

and Bora Saul, are cultivated and form the foundation of Most Assamese
meals.

Assam’s numerous rivers and water bodies make fish o fundamental
component of fthe local diet. Fish is prepared in a var

including curries, stews, and as part of fermented dish
Tenga." Assamese cuisine places g stfrong em
vegefables, often foraged from the wild. pish
feature asour, fangy flavour and use ingredients |j

shoots. Bamboo shoots are an essentig| ingredient in Assamese cookin

They are used in various traditiong| dishes like "Khar" “Khorisa," n%
"Bamboo Shoot Curry." Assam is known for its tangy 'ond spic’ C?Jfry
preparations. "Assam Laksa," "Fish Curry," gng "Pork Curry" are pyopulﬁr

examples, which typically include g sourin 3
g agent like t ;
local"kokum." amarind or the

iety of ways,
es like "Masor
Phasis on green leafy
es like "Khorisa Tenga"
ke greens and bamboo

Fermentation is an integral part of Assamese food culture

Fermented fish, known as "Hilsha Fish," and fermented bamboo shoof
products are widely used in the cuisine, offering unique flavours and
textures. Assam also boasts a range of sweet treats, with "Pitha” being a
popular dessert. These rice cakes come in various forms and are often
prepared during festivals and special occasions. Assam is famous for ifs
tea, and Assamese tea gardens produce some of the finest black feasin
the world. A cup of strong Assam tea is @ staple beverage enjoyed by
locals and tea enthusiasts worldwide.

Assamese cuisine is not only rich in flavour but also deeply
connected to the state's agricultural heritage and local customs. The
food of Assam reflects the vibrant and diverse culture of the region,
making it a unique and delightful culinary experience for anyone who
tries it.
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Hengdang:
Ahom Traditional Sword

Saminara Khatun
B.A 5" Semester
Deptt. of History

The Heng-Dang Sword is a
traditional sword of the Tai Ahom
people. The Ahoms brought the |
Hengdang with them when they &
enfered Assam in the first half of the .. J
13th century. It is said to have been |
gifted by Lord Lengdon to the two Tai
Prince Khunlung. The Hengdang is
around 4 feet long and it is a single-
edged sword with a long handle and
pommel, and the blade has the typical east Asian Curved shape. Some
hendang has a Chinese red tassel. The handle ang scabbard were
designed in gold, silver, or wood according to the position of the person.
This sword holds great historical and culturg significance for the Ahom

people, asit was not only asymbol of power ang Authority but also played
a crucial role in their military sfrategies and w

arfare tactics. The

Traditional Ahom Attire

Hasina Khatun
B.A 5" Semester
Deput. of History

The Ahoms were seen fo wear black
clothes and it was only later on that they |
switched to the white coloured clothes. Dresses g
and ornaments depicted the class of person of
that time and that was displayed better by the #
turban and kind of scarf, which is known as the
Seleng Sadar. The higher officials, queens.
princesses, and the king used to drape ’rurbar?s
made of silk (pat-muga) on their heads. Certain
attires that were quite widely used and worn by &
the higher officials and also by some classes of
the subjects are Riha (a kind of clofh draped
around the body and the shoulder), Mekhelo
(o wrapper kind of cloth worn in the waist) and
sula-suria(a kind of short shirts and clo’rh.es
made of Assam silks like Golden Muga, Whife
Pat and Erisilk), etc. U R AT

The different types of shirts used bY the mcle. : C;G” m'ir'u S
19 e of warsicodilRH S o WOICSJI f:hap’ko (Jelongc’red
jacket), chouga (cassock like @ dro.pe'ry): th b e
double-breasted shirt). At the very beginning of el I o
Ahoms put a kind of Shan-fashioned furban on ’rhet;r eoc)f Al
Later they started wearing different types Pf Turﬂ?ns s akind oF; towel
including that of the Mughals. Another essential cloth wa

b hel paguri, kopahi suria
tangali, cheleng. : :

The common people wore :
etc. The length of their suria could not extend beyond their knees. The

cheleng too was wrapped in the [eft ShOUIr.
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Like their male counterparts, the Ahom women folk too had their
specific dresses. It was the dresses that helped to identify whether a
particular woman belonged to the aristocracy or the common folk. The
royal Ahom lady wore paat gomseng or mekhela with a beautiful design.
ghuri, riha were also exclusive to royal Ahom women. Apart from these,
fhose women who belonged to the aristocratic class wore kingkhap,
gomseng, mejang kori muga riha etc. Besides this the common people
wore hand woven riha mekhela sadar. During winter they used to wear
khania kapoor, borkapoor. The dresses of the Tai-Ahom were made
mostly of silk and cotton fabrics. Assam manufactureq three kinds of silk
muga. pat and endi or edi. Muga silkk was produced by cocoons fed on

the leaves of som tree. Its colour was yellowish gold. Muga silk was the
dress of the middle rank. Endi silk was produced b

Y worms fed on the
leaves of the castor plant.

The Buranjis, composed in the Ahom period give anideqg about the
dresses used by male folks during the Ahom reign. The royalty wore
chapkon, pakroi, jama, pagijar, cheleng, ijar, gomseng, mejangkori, etc.
Even the aristocrats and noblemen had their distinct dresses. They wore
garments like chola, cheleng, tongali, Paguri, dhoti, paat suria, etc and

also used borjaapi and walking sticks decorated with gold and sjlver
designs.

The Buranjis extensively records the prevalence
and ornaments during the Ahom reign. However, it
diversity in the class was reflected in the dresses g
Ahoms. In other words, the dresses and ornament
that differentiated the royalty from the commoners,

of various dresses
can be said that the
Nd ornaments of the
S served as identifiers
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DEPARTMENT
ACTIVITIES

The Department of History organized various activities for the
development of the students. These activities are a real-life

learning experience for the student.

th
grﬂal:)'- February 2021, the department
an% islzed a Quiz Cgmpetition on the birth
Rt ersary of Sarojini Naidu, focusing on
e theme of the “Freedom Movement of India™.

On 10" March 2022, the department

organized a thought-provoking debate

competition on the topic “India's Role
in the Russian-Ukraine War- Neutrality

vs Responsibility”.
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:okb Daichin Para, Assam, India
V4B4RMR, Kokdla Dakhin Para, Assam 781310, india

! Lat 26387157 .

o | Long DO BSIAST*
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ntal field study was conducted on

On 12" August 2022, a departme
Development on Sarthebari”

Bell Metal Industries and Socio-Economic
with the history honours student.

_ QuiEtompen

AN M), -

On 21" November 2022, the department
Orgamzed a Quiz Competition on
commAhom-Mughal Rf:latiop”, to
S ;jnorate the heroic qciuevements
hom General Lachit Borphukan.

ber 2022, a Symposium on the
History™ was organized in
th Gunialguri H.S School,
Barpeta.

On 9" Decem
“Importance of
collaboration wi

,v"-r.. : | 1 A : f
B a1 A

1 Gunialguri, Assam, India
/b= 9RAR+B2F, Gunialguri, Assam 783392, India
- Lat 26.355618°
Long 90.838622°
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GGRR+PIV, No.1 Bheliar, Assam T81102, India
Lat 26.241865°
Long 91.540108°
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; i |

No.1 Bhelkar, Assam, India |

|

Q |

Lat 26.236192°
Long 91.535361°

On 15" December 2022, the Department of History conducted a field study at
“Pao Mecca and Hayagriva Madhav Temple at Hajo” with the B.A History

d, Nafisa Younis, and

Honours students, guided by Prof. Abul Kalam Aza
Chonglomlhing Keivom.
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On 23" March 2023, the d

__ ; cpartment (0]
on the topic, “Bhagat

Maldhar Pam, Assam, India
6GPP+96J, Maldhar Pam, Assam 781104, India
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anized an enlightening d ition
; : : g debate competitio
Vel Revolutionary or Violent Extremist”.

First Department Get-Together

and Freshers’ Social, 1993
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